
ANCIENT INDIA
Chapter 4 P. 110 - P. 143



I. THE INDUS RIVER 
VALLEY

A.  The Subcontinent

1. India is a large landmass geographically separated 
from the rest of the Continent of Asia by the Himalaya 
Mountains.

a. Mount Everest is the highest peak, standing 29,035 
feet high.



MAP OF ANCIENT INDIA



I. CONTINUED

B. The Indus River.

1. Begins in the snow-covered mountains and flows 
southwest into the Arabian Sea. 

2. In the spring the Indus river fills with melting 
mountain snow, flooding the plains.

a. Carries twice as much silt as the Nile.

b. Floods brought life as well as took it.



I. CONTINUED

C. Indus Valley Agriculture

1. People started farming the rich soil of India 1,000 
years before the Egyptians began planting crops.

2. Crops

a. Wheat, Barley, Beans, Cotton, Bananas, Rice, Black 
Pepper, Mustard, and Sesame

1.) Sesame is used for flavor and to make Sesame 
Oil.



I. C. CONTINUED

3. Crops grew quickly in the hot climate.

4. Irrigation canals used to allow farmers to harvest crops 
twice a year.

5. Dirt walls were used to protect crops from floods.

6. Wild life presented a challenge to farming.

a. Tigers, Jackals, and Wild Pigs threatened the lives of 
farmers

b. Deer and Birds ate crops.



II. INDUS VALLEY 
CIVILIZATION

A. Lost Cities of the Indus

1. Harappa

a. Archaeologists who found the city they call 
Harappa in 1921, don’t know what the people 
called themselves.

b. “Harappan Civilization” is the name given to 
the entire Indus Valley Civilization.

c. Civilization lasted 1,000 years.



HARAPPA

Harappa Then

Harappa Today



II. A. CONTINUED

2. Mohenjo-Daro

a. Name means “Mound of the Dead” in Sanskrit (an 
ancient Indian language).

b. Large city, believed to have had 40,000 people.

c. Main roads were paved, ran at right angles, and were 
made of earthen bricks.

d. Hundreds of 1 room brick houses and some apartment 
buildings several stories high with balconies and 
courtyards lined the streets.



MOHENJO-DARO

Mohenjo-Daro Today

http://www.mohenjodaro.net/index.html



II. A. 2. CONTINUED

e. Citadel

1.) Strong fortress.

2.) Stood on the west end of Mohenjo-Daro.

3.) Surrounded by thick walls to protect against 
enemies and flood waters.

4.) A Grain Storehouse inside the walls, located beside 
the Citadel, was used by farmers.

5.) A pool-size bath, used for religious ceremonies.



II. B.

B. Harappan Culture

1. Planned Cities

a. Cities were built with precise measurements.

1.) Both Harappa & Mohenjo-Daro had similar 
layouts, even though they were 400 miles apart.

b. Standard-Sized Bricks were used to build.

c. Sewers and toilets keep the city clean.

1.) This tells us they had a strong government.



II. B. CONTINUED

2. Specialized Skills

a. Ancient Harappans were skilled Engineers and 
Craftworkers.

b. They made elegant jewelry with gold, conch 
shells, and gems. As well as pictures and pottery.

c. They were skilled metalworkers.

1.) They made bronze statues, copper fish 
hooks, and razors.



II. B. 2. CONTINUED

d. Economics

1.) Trade was important. Excess crops and 
surplus goods were traded.

2.) City and Government workers may have 
also been paid with excess goods.



II. C.

C. The Aryans

1. Original Indus Valley cities were abandoned around 
1600 B.C.

a. There are many theories as to why they were 
abandoned.

1.) War or Natural Disaster could have been the 
reason.

2.) Some archaeologists think the river may have 
changed its course after an earthquake.



II. C. CONTINUED

2. The Aryans arrived around 1500 B.C.

a. They crossed the icy passes of the Hindu Kush 
mountains to enter the Indus Valley.

b. From Central Asia.

c. Rode horses and herded cattle and sheep.

d. Migrated possibly because of a natural disaster.



II. C. 2. CONTINUED

e. Their name means “noble one” in Sanskrit.

1.) Aryan’s brought the Sanskrit language to the 
Indus Valley.

2.) They brought new religious ideas to the area.

f. The Aryan culture blended with the Indus Valley 
culture to developed a whole new culture based in 
part on both of the previous cultures.



III. THE BIRTH OF 
HINDUISM

A. Hinduism

1. One of the oldest religions.

2. The belief that all living things are connected is 
key to the religion.

3. The Vedas are the sacred books of the Hindu 
faith.

a. Vedas translate “Books of Knowledge.”

b. Contain the basic beliefs of Hinduism.



III. A. CONTINUED

4. Caste System

a. The Vedas include a poem that lists the 
“proper” hierarchy of Hindus.

1.) Priests were at the top.  Followed by 
Rulers. Then Professionals and Merchants. 
Finally the servants and workers.

People could not change Castes.



III. A. CONTINUED

5. Reincarnation 

a. Belief that life is a continuing cycle of birth, 
death, and rebirth.

b. It is the only way to alter one’s caste.

c. Good deeds in life are rewarded in the next 
life.  Bad deeds are punished in the next life.

1.) Being born into a higher cast is the reward.



III. A. CONTINUED

6. Dharma

a. Rules that let Hindus know how to behave.

b. Includes hundreds of rules.

c. Duty is important to Hindus.

1.) Each class has rules that help them live 
their life correctly and do their duty.



III. A. CONTINUED

7. Polytheism

a. Hindus worship many gods. 

b. There are over a million gods said to be 
worshiped in the Hindu faith.

http://www.sanatansociety.org/
hindu_gods_and_goddesses.htm



III. A. CONTINUED

8. Hinduism Today

a. Hinduism is the largest religion in India.

b. Hinduism has changed over the years.

1.) The government abolished the caste system 
which was a major part of the religion.

2.) The changes made it illegal to mistreat or 
show disrespect for Hindu “Outcasts” or 
“Untouchables”



IV. THE BIRTH OF 
BUDDHISM

A. Siddhartha Gautama

1. Born a prince.

2. Mother had a dream he would become a King 
if he stayed home, or a wise teacher if he left.

3. Father tried to shelter him from all bad things.

4. Learned of suffering and changes his way of 
thinking.



IV. A. CONTINUED

5. Met a monk who was at peace with the world. 

a. Gave up all his worldly things. 

b. Said goodbye to his wife and son.

c. Became a monk himself and nearly starved 
himself to death searching for wisdom.

1.) Called himself Buddha which means 
“Awakened One”



IV. CONTINUED

B. The Beliefs of Buddha

1. Used some Hindu ideas, but changed others to 
create a new religion.

2. Karma

a.  A force caused by a persons good and bad 
acts.

1.) Effects a persons future lives.



IV. B. CONTINUED

3.  The Four Noble Truths

a. Buddha said life is ruled by these 4 things.

1.) Life is filled with suffering.

2.) Suffering is caused by people wanting more 
pleasure, more power, or a longer life.

3.) Suffering can end if people stop wanting 
things.

4.) People must follow the eight basic laws if 
they are to stop wanting things.



IV. B. CONTINUED

4.  The Eightfold Path

a. The path to end suffering. 

b.  A set of instructions for the proper way to 
live. 

c. Teaches that people should follow the Middle 
Way.

1.) Never be too strict or too easy.



IV. CONTINUED

C. The Buddha traveled and the religion of Buddhism 
spread.

1. Buddha’s wife and son later became Buddhists.

2. His followers spread the religion and record the 
Buddha’s teachings.

3. Different schools

a. Different schools of Buddhism formed made 
changes to the religion over time. 



V. INDIAN EMPIRES

A. The Mauryas Empire

1. Unified India after the death of 
the Greek General Alexander the 
Great.

2. Chandragupta Maurya built the 
empire around 330 B.C.

3. The Empire lasted 140 years.



V. A. CONTINUED

4. Pataliputra was the capital city.

5.  Emperor Asoka ruled India 
from 265 - 238 B.C.

a. Converted to Buddhism

1.) Helped to spread 
Buddhism



V. A. CONTINUED



V. CONTINUED

B. The Gupta Empire

1. Founded in 320 A.D. by 
Chandragupta I

2. Expanded by Samudragupta 
who ruled from 330 - 380 A.D.

a. Forced people to pay 
Tribute (Taxes)



V. CONTINUED



V. B. CONTINUED

3. Chandragupta II

4. Considered a Golden Age for India

a.  A time of peace and prosperity

b. Great achievements in the arts and 
learning

1.) Kalidasa wrote Shakuntala

2.) Architecture improved



V. B. 3. B. CONTINUED

3.) Mathematics improved 
when the number ZERO 
was invented as well as a 
way of writing numbers 1-9. 

http://
www.gamequarium.org/
cgi-bin/search/linfo.cgi?
id=3651


