
Unit 1 Chapter 2

• The Fertile Crescent



Lesson 1

• Geography of the Fertile Crescent

• P. 54 - 57



Land Between The 
Rivers

• Mesopotamia

• In Greek Mesopotamia 
means “Land Between The 
Rivers.”

• Located between the Tigris 
River & Euphrates River.

• Part of  an area in Western 
Asia known as the Fertile 
Crescent.





Location of Ancient 
Mesopotamia

United States of 
America



Fertile Crescent

• Part of Western Asia 
also known as the 
Middle East.

• Follows the Tigris & 
Euphrates Rivers, and 
stretches from the 
Persian Gulf to the 
Mediterranean Sea.



Making of the Fertile 
Crescent

• Yearly floods 
deposited silt along 
the banks of the 
Tigris & Euphrates 
Rivers.

• Silt is loose soil 
carried by water 
that creates rich 
farmland.



Too Much or Not 
Enough

• The Fertile Crescent, which Mesopotamia 
rests in, is subject to floods or droughts.

• The Floods bring fresh soil to the 
farmland, but are also dangerous.

• Droughts are long periods without rain, 
that damage crops.



Water Management
• To Get through the floods & 

droughts the people created a 
series of Levees & Canals.

• Levees are walls that help keep 
flood waters under control.

• The canal system was used to 
irrigate the fields.

• Irrigation brings water to the 
crops from the river through 
ditches.



A Culture of 
Agriculture

• The people of Mesopotamia 
were farmers and raised crops 
such as wheat, barley, beans, 
lettuce, onions, cucumbers, & 
herbs.

• They raised cattle, sheep, & pigs.

• They also grew date Palms, 
apple trees, and pomegranate 
trees along the river.



What Happened?
• Over time people cut 

down the trees for 
buildings and firewood.

• Wind and water eroded 
the soil, turning the area 
into the desert it is today.

• Erosion is the wearing 
away of soil by wind and 
water.



Lesson 2

• The Cities of Sumer

• P. 58 - 63

• 3500 B.C. - 2800 B.C.



Sumer
• 3000 B.C.  About a dozen 

small cities began in the 
southern part of 
Mesopotamia, known as 
Sumer (Soo Mur)

• Each was independent of 
the other, and they were 
ruled by Kings.

• All worshiped similar gods 
and had similar customs.



Inventions
• The Wheel & Wheeled 

Vehicles.

• The Pottery Wheel

• Ideas in Science & Math

• The Water Clock

• Sailboats

• A 12 Month Calendar based 
on the Lunar Cycles

• Writing called Cuneiform



Cuneiform
• One of the earliest writing 

systems.

• Made by scratching wet clay 
tablets with a sharp reed pen.

• Began as “Picture Writing” 

• Symbols looked like what they 
described.

• Later symbols were simplified to 
be written quickly.



Sumer’s Schools
• Few boys and almost no girls 

went to school.

• Students learned to make 
clay tablets and pens from 
river reeds.

• They studied Math & 
Cuneiform

• The best became Scribes



Scribes

• Official Writers.

• Kept the records, recorded the laws, 
wrote the legends, and songs.

• Preserved the history of Mesopotamia



City-States

• Sumer was divided into 
City-States

• Each City-State governed 
itself and the nearby 
villages.

• Most were found near 
the rivers.



Walled Cities

• City-States were 
often at war with 
each other.  Kings 
had thick mud-brick 
walls built to 
protect their cities.



Sumerian Religion
• Ziggurat

• Tall, flattened pyramids 
made of mud-brick.

• Located in the center 
of town.

• Had a temple on the 
top.

• Important to the 
practice of their 
religion.



Polytheism
• Sumerians religion was based on Polytheism. That 

means they believed in many gods and goddess.

• Ki - God of good harvests.

• Enlil - God of rain.

• Enki - God of water

• Ishtar - Goddess of love & war.

• Temples employed many people, including priests, 
priestesses, musicians, craftworkers, bakers, barbers, 
& Scribes 



The City-States Unite
• Sargon

• Father of Enheduana, who 
was a Sumerian Priestess 
and Scribe.

• Famous King from Kish 
who united the city-states 
in 2300 B.C.

• Formed the first great 
empire in history.



Sargon’s Reign
• Extended the Sumerian rule to the north 

and west.  

• Controlled 900 miles of land.

• Built a new capital called Akkad.

• Ruled about 56 years.

• Cuneiform writing helped him rule easier.

• His empire fell after his death.



Daily Life in Sumer

• Rich VS. Poor

• Rich

• Lived in large mud-brick homes.

• Had slaves and servants.

• Poor

• Lived in small mud walled  huts.

• All family members worked.



Daily Life in Sumer
• Boys VS. Girls

• Boys

• Were the head of the homes.

• Had to pay a fine to get a divorce.

• Girls

• Expected to be a  good wife

• Could not divorce their  husband.

• Had less rights then men.



Leisure Life in Sumer

• The people of Sumer 
enjoyed  music, board 
games, festivals, parades, 
dancing, & feasts.

• Storytellers told stories 
about heroes such as 
Gilgamesh.



Gilgamesh

• A legend who traveled the 
world trying to discover how 
to live forever.

• Was part god and part man, 
and said to be as strong as an 
ox & the best fighter.

• Very similar to Hercules



Lesson 3

• Babylon & Assyria

• P. 66 - 71

• 1750 B.C. - 611 B.C.



Assyria
• The People known as 

Assyrians

• People from the part of 
northern Mesopotamia 
known as Ashur.

• Later Renamed 
Assyria

• Kingdom stretched from 
the Persian Gulf to the 
Nile River.



A Powerful New 
Kingdom

• The City-State of Ashur was 400 miles 
north of Sumer.

• Started to expand after the death of 
Sargon.

• Named after its chief god.

• Had its own language.

• Shared many traditions of Mesopotamia.

• Largest cities were Ashur & Nineveh



Babylonia
• In southern 

Mesopotamia.

• Capital City Babylon.

• Traded goods such 
as silver, timber, 
copper, wine, & 
other goods with 
Turkey.

• Ruled by King 
Hammurabi.



Hammurabi
• King of Babylonia who built dams 

across the Euphrates River.

• Dams allowed him to control the 
water flow.

• People did what he asked or he 
could hold back the water, or 
even flood them.

• Created a code of law known as the 
Code of Hammurabi.

• Provided laws and punishments.



A Time of  War
• Both the Assyrians and the 

Babylonians were warlike people.

• The Assyrians fought wars with 
the Babylonians from 1400 B.C. 
to 600  B.C.

• Assyrians were feared because 
they used horses and chariots in 
war.

• Assyrians also took prisoners of 
war as their slaves.



Daily Life in Assyria

• Men VS. Women

• Men were famous hunters, 
soldiers, & government 
leaders.

• Women had no legal rights.

• Slaves were used on farms 
and on building projects.



Lesson 4

• The Birth of Judaism

• P. 72 - 77

• 1700 B.C. - 586 B.C.



Judaism

• Religion started around 1700 B.C.

• Judaism is written about in the Hebrew 
Bible (The Old Testament)

• The Hebrew Bible is considered sacred 
by Jews and Christians, and is honored by 
muslims.



Abraham

• Man who made a covenant with God.

• A covenant is a special agreement.

• Abraham’s covenant was if he followed God, his 
people would prosper.

• Traveled from near Ur to the land of Canaan.

• He and his wife Sarah are both written about in 
the first book of the Hebrew Bible.



Migrating
• Abraham lead his people 

from their homeland of 
Sumer to their new home 
of Canaan.

• Canaan is what we now 
call Israel.

• When a time of terrible 
hunger hit Canaan, the 
people migrated  again to 
Egypt to find food and 
jobs.



Map Check



The Hebrews in Egypt

• When the Jews arrived in Egypt they were 
placed into slavery by the Pharaoh.

• The Pharaoh was the political and 
religious leader of the Egyptian people.



Moses
• The man who would lead the 

Israelites out of slavery and back to 
the land of Canaan.

• Was born to Israelite parents, but 
raised by the Pharaoh’s daughter. 

• His parents tried to save him 
from being killed by the Pharaoh, 
who wanted all sons to be killed.

• The Bible says they placed him in 
a basket in the river where the 
Pharaoh’s daughter found him.



Moses the Prophet

• Moses saw Egyptians beating an enslaved Israelite and 
became angry. He killed the Egyptian and fled into 
the desert.

• The Bible says that God spoke to him in the desert 
and told him to return and free his people.

• He was now seen as a Prophet.

• A Prophet is a person who speaks for God.



The Torah
• Moses lead the people away from the Pharaoh, after 

he convinced the Pharaoh that bad things would 
happen to him if he continued to keep them as slaves.

• He lead the people to Mount Sinai where God is said 
to have given Moses the first 5 books of the Bible, 
called the Torah.

• Included were the 10 Commandments.

• Laws from God that became the core of the Jewish 
religion.



The Ten Commandments
• ONE: 'You shall have no other gods before Me.'

• TWO: 'You shall not make for yourself a carved image--any likeness of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.'

• THREE: 'You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain.'

• FOUR: 'Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.'

• FIVE: 'Honor your father and your mother.'

• SIX: 'You shall not murder.'

• SEVEN: 'You shall not commit adultery.'

• EIGHT: 'You shall not steal.'

• NINE: 'You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.'

• TEN: 'You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, 
nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is 
your neighbor's.' 



Monotheism
• The Israelites 

worshiped only one 
god.

• Worship of only one 
god is called 
Monotheism.

• Remember 
Polytheism is the 
worship of many 
gods.



The Nation of Israel
• In Canaan the Hebrews defeated several kings.

• A powerful Israelite king named David built their 
capital in Jerusalem in 1000 B.C.

• David’s son Solomon built a great temple and had 
his priests and scribes write the Torah.

• After Solomon’s death the Assyrians conquered the 
northern part of their lands.  

• The southern kingdom was called Judah, where we  
get the name Jews.



Exile
• The Jews were defeated by the Babylonian armies and 

many were taken as slaves to Babylon.  Others were 
scattered to other countries.

• The scattering of Jews away from their homeland is 
called the Diaspora.



End of Chapter 2

• Notes from text “Our World” by 
Macmillan / McGraw-Hill

• Pages 52-79


