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• Early History - First Cultures



Lesson 1

• Early People P. 30 - 35



The People of the
OLD STONE AGE

• Tanzania

• Great Rift Valley

• Paleolithic Era

• Blombos Cave

• Border Cave

• Hunter Gathers



Tanzania

• African country with a series of deeply cut 
valleys.  Location of the Great Rift Valley.



Great Rift Valley
• Archaeologists have found 

remains that may be 2 
million years old in this 
valley.

• Among the remains were 
what may have been the 
first tools used by humans.

• The tools were made of 
stone and were shaped 
like the head of an ax.



Paleolithic Era

• Period of time also 
known as the “Old 
Stone Age”

• From about 70,000 
- 12,000 years ago.

• People hunted to 
survive and learned 
to use fire.



Blombos Cave

• Cave in South Africa.

• Stone tools as old as 70,000 years old were 
found.

• Tools made of stone and animal bones 
were found with decorated designs.



Border Cave
• Cave in South Africa which shows 

how life might have been 40,000 
years ago.

• Over looked a grassy river and 
herds of eland (A type of Antelope)

• Hunters camped at the cave.

• Arrow-head-shaped stones 
were found.

• Remains of a buried baby and a 
seashell bead  & cave paintings 
of animals were also found.



Hunter-Gatherers
• People who hunt animals & gather plants 

for food.



Lesson 2

• Stone Age Technology P. 38 - 41



Stone & Bone Tools

• Technology

• Flaking

• Fire & Shelter

• Better Hunting Tools

• Use of Copper for tools



Technology
• Technology is use of 

tools and skills to meet 
practical human needs.

• Until about  9,000 
years ago people only 
had wood, stone, or 
bone tools.

• Improvements to our 
technology make our 
lives easier.



Flaking
• Flaking is the chipping away of pieces of a 

stone to make it sharp on one or more 
sides.

• Used to make  axes, knives, and other stone 
age tools.



Fire & Shelter
• Fire provides warmth 

and a way to cook food.

• As technology improved 
weapons people could 
afford to live in more 
permanent shelters.

• Trees and even 
mammoth bones were 
used to build shelters.



Better Tools
• The Spear-Thrower 

and the Bow allowed 
for safer long-distance 
hunting.

• The Bone Needles 
allowed animal hides 
to be sewed together.

• Animal muscles 
were dried and used 
as thread.



The Use of Metals
• At the end of the stone age people started 

to use copper to make improved axes and 
tools.



Lesson 3

• Beginning of Agriculture P. 44-49



The New Stone Age
• Migrate

• Neolithic Era

• Agriculture

• Domesticate

• Catal Huyuk

• Surplus

• Specialize

• Civilization



Migrate

• Migrate means to move to a 
new place to live.

• People  migrate for many 
reasons

• Climate change is one 
reason many early people 
migrated north after the 
glaciers started to melt and 
the Earth became warmer.



Neolithic Era
• The period of time when 

people began to settle 
permanently in one location.

• Also known as the  “New 
Stone Age”

• About 12,000 - 6,000 years 
ago.

• People  used stone tools, but 
specialized tools were created 
too.



Agriculture

• Agriculture is the 
raising of crops and 
animals for human 
use.

• Also known as 
farming.



Domesticate
• Domesticate means 

“To train something 
to be useful to 
people.”

• Planting seeds and 
raising animals are 
two ways to 
domesticate 
something.



Catal Huyuk
• One of the world’s first cities 8,500 years ago.

• Pronounced (CHA tal HOO yuk)

• Located in what is now modern Turkey, on the banks of the Carsamba River.

• Was a city with out streets.

• Building were brick, and built next to each other.

• Holes in the roof were the only openings.



Surplus
• A surplus is an extra supply of something. 

• Provided extra food for winter and more 
time to work on other things besides food 
production.



Specialize
• Specialized jobs do a particular kind of 

work.

• Specialized jobs were made possible by the 
surplus of food available.



Civilization

• A Civilization is a culture 
that has developed 
systems of specialization, 
religion, learning, and 
government.

• Many Civilizations 
develop cities like the 
one found at Catal 
Huyuk.



Life in Catal Huyuk
• Best known for skilled  

craftworker, these people 
developed technology to 
make fine clay pots, 
woven cloth, and jewelry.

• They could make fires hot 
enough to soften copper 
ore to make rings, beads, 
and pins.

• They used wool from  the 
sheep they raised to 
make woven cloth.



Trade

• Trade with other cities or 
cultures was also 
important. 

• Obsidian and other 
goods were traded as 
far as modern Syria.

• Obsidian is a glassy 
black rock used to 
make mirrors & 
razor-sharp knives.


